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Who we are
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Who we are
First Baptist Church Shelby is a congregation of Christ Followers
who are committed to Christian community as we share the
compassion of Jesus with our neighbors and within our membership
as servants of our Lord.
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Jesus said “If I be lifted up I will draw all people unto myself.” Since 1874, the
people of First Baptist Church in Shelby, NC have endeavored to lift up Jesus
through worship, teaching, music, fellowship, missions and ministry.
Specifically, First Baptist Church has ministered the love of Jesus in the heart
of Shelby as BAPTIST Christ followers. Throughout our history, our distinct
Baptist characteristics have led our fellowship, ministry and mission. What
does “Baptist” mean to us? Here it is in a word….. “Baptist.”
B – Bible as our authority for faith and practice.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-1, NIV
A – Autonomy of the local church.
“To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:” Colossians 1:2, NIV
Each church is to be “holy” (set apart as servants of Jesus), “faithful” (to the
direction of Jesus), “called out” of the world and into Jesus’ Lordship!
P – Priesthood of every believer.
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10, NIV
T – Telling others about Jesus.
“When you are going (OR As you go) make disciples of all peoples.” Matt.
28:19, TTV
I – Immersion as believer’s baptism.
“…make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you.” Matt. 28:19-20, NIV
S – Soul Competency in matters of religion/ethics.
“Jesus said, ‘I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.’ John
16:12, NIV
T - Torchbearer for Religious Liberty.
“We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20
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core values
Community
At FBC Shelby, we believe that God was reconciling the world to Himself in
Christ Jesus, not counting people’s sins against them. Therefore, life in
Christ is a life moving always in the direction of being united in Christ. As
individual Christ followers become increasingly Spirit led, they are
collectively brought into ever-increasing community with other Christ
followers.
Compassion
Since we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others … For
Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all …
And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
We believe that this reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ is the
greatest need of all people – and is available to all people.
Service
As we come together in community and move out in compassion, we
encourage each other to find our place of service and to grow in the Spirit’s
gifting to be Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal
through us.
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future story & beyond
In May of 2014, God gave First Baptist Church Shelby a 10-year vision
which we have called Our Future Story. It is our conviction that God is
pulling our congregation into this Future Story as we live out the mission
of our church: to be followers of Jesus Christ called to COMMUNITY
through which we show the Savior’s COMPASSION to all people as we
equip each other for faithful SERVICE in Shelby and around the world.

Click the logo for a virtual tour
of our facilities renovations
We, as a body of believers, have been faithful to advance toward the calling
God has given us these first five years as we have focused on the six main
parts of our Future Story which are:

1. Creating a welcoming culture by
building a welcome center,
organizing a welcome desk,
communicating through Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Website, Mail
Chimp, Blog, and logo dispersion.

2. Growing an effective children
and family ministry by expanding
the role of part-time children’s
pastor to full-time, consolidation
and redecoration of children’s
ministry space, refocus for
children on Wednesdays and
Sunday mornings, along with yearround ministry engagement and
the creation of a new youth center.

8

3. Focusing upon spiritual formation by celebrating the testimonies of our
members as lives are changed and hearts are formed in the way of Jesus
and by moving toward a Connections Pastor position.

4. Encouraging worship of varied styles and focus by upgrading our
sanctuary facilities in keeping with our historic architectural style while
enhancing our sound and light capabilities, opening up our choir loft and
platform, refurbishing our organ and adding projection capability and
engaging a search for a full-time Worship Arts Pastor and a Leading Edge
Band Leader after modeling a “leading edge” service for the congregation.
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5. Reaching out to a lost and dying world through evangelism by training
our members in sharing their spiritual story, by highlighting the need for
sharing our faith with our neighbors who do not affiliate with a church, by
laying plans for a worship service directed toward unchurched folks, and
by beginning a search for a Lead Pastor who will refresh our engagement
with our community.

6. Enhancing our technological reach by a new website, the launch of a new
brand with logo and signage, the calling of a part-time audio specialist,
faster access to worship recordings via the internet, use of interior digital
signage and WiFi in all our buildings.
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OUR
MINISTERIAL
STAFF
Dr. Robert Canoy
Interim Pastor
Dr. Canoy is the Dean of the School
of Divinity at Gardner-Webb
University. Immediately before
taking this current role, he served as
our Pastor at First Baptist Church
from 1997-2000.

Tony Tench
Executive Connections Pastor

Tony has served our church since
1998, coming to us as a missionary
with the International Mission Board
and serving as Minister of Education
and Missions from 1998-2000. From
November of 2000 through
September 2018, he has served as our
Pastor. Beginning in October 2018,
Tony began his current ministry role
in the life of our church.
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OUR MINISTERIAL STAFF
Carol Ann HOard
Youth & Generational Pastor
Carol Ann has served our church since
1998. She is an MDiv graduate of the
School of Divinity at Gardner-Webb
University and is committed to walking
with young people to introduce them to
Jesus.

Missy Smith
Children & Family Pastor
Missy has been serving our church since
January 2016 and is sharing with us a
wealth of children and family ministry
experience coupled with a great passion
for sharing Jesus with children in ways
they can understand and come to know
Him. She received the MDiv from the
School of Divinity at Gardner-Webb
University in 2019.

Carol Ann Forgas
Interim Minister
of music
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Carol Ann has had a distinguished
career in music education. In
addition to her current role at FBC
Shelby, she serves as Co-Director of
the North Carolina Baptist Singers
and Orchestra.

History & Heritage

In 1846, a group of worshipers purchased the lot where our church now sits
and a public meeting house was built. Rev. James Milton Webb was the first
pastor. The group named themselves First Baptist Church.
FBC belongs to the Greater Cleveland County Baptist Association.
The physical property consists of four units: sanctuary, business, chapel
with classrooms, and gymnasium which also serves as a dining area. Also
across from the chapel, we have a building that houses our Boy Scout
Troop and a garage for our buses. An additional tract is open for our
community garden.

CLICK HERE to read online
A History of First Baptist Church by Grace Hamrick,
1969
CLICK HERE to read online
Beyond the Stained Glass: A Living History of First
Baptist Church, by JA West, Polly Causby, and Becky
Hamrick, 2007
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COMMUNITY
Groups and individuals becoming one in Christ, the
communion of saints, is acted out in coming together in
worship, discipleship and fellowship.
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Worship @ FBC
At FBC Shelby, our worship services always include
corporate prayer, musical praise, Scripture reading and
proclamation of the Word. But almost all modes of
worship are included at different times into our
services, from personal testimony to liturgical readings.
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worship arts ministry

The Scriptures compel us to sing praises to God and to share together the
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs of the church. Through music, we
unite our spirits and our minds in acts of worship, celebration,
thanksgiving, confession, witness, and proclamation. Whether as a
member of one of the choirs, worship teams, or instrumental ensembles,
or as a part of the congregation, we are all called to make a joyful sound to
the Lord.
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worship arts ministry
From preschoolers singing joyous praise to adults lifting their voices in the
worshipful hymns and songs of the church, FBC Shelby encourages all to
be active participants!
Preschool and children's music groups (4 yrs - 5th grade) guide young
ones into understandings of God's love for them, and helps them learn to
take their places as engaged worshipers in the church.
The Youth Worship Team provides rich opportunities for fellowship
and music making, growing in discipleship, serving in the ministry and
outreach settings, as well as worship leadership at FBC.
Adults are involved in the FBC Worship Team and Sanctuary Choir.
Both groups encourage the worship life of our church each Sunday
morning.
Instrumental groups include handbell ensembles for youth and adults,
and an orchestra that shares in worship on a monthly basis.
FBC's music and drama ministries work together from time to time to
prepare and present large-scale dramatic musicals, providing
opportunities for actors, singers, dancers, and technically-minded
people.
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worship arts ministry

Perhaps one of the most surprising things you will experience in worship at
FBC Shelby is the musical participation. Our worshiping congregation is
our largest and most important “choir.” It is quite common for some or
even most of the congregation to join in with a sanctuary choir anthem or
with a praise team special. As we join our hearts and voices in worship each
Sunday, we embody the unity of spirit and purpose to which Christ has
called us. There are no auditions or forms. To join the congregational
“choir,” all you have to do is join heart, mind and voice or signing with the
whole congregation!
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Discipleship @ FBC
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discipleship
Children's Ministry
We believe that by providing children an opportunity to become a
part of their church COMMUNITY, they will learn the COMPASSION
of Christ’s love and be able to share that with others when given
various SERVICE opportunities.
We provide a child-friendly environment for children from birth thru
5th grade. We make sure that all workers are appropriately
background checked and provided with opportunities for training to
better meet children's spiritual and developmental needs.
Additionally, FBC offers full day child care and half day Mother’s
Morning Out programs through the week. FBC’s daycare program has
the Five Star rating (the highest level) from the State of North
Carolina.
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discipleship
Youth Ministry
The Youth Ministry of First Baptist Church is a community
committed to walk the road of life together and help shape one
another into loving and graceful disciples of Jesus. Through worship,
service, and spiritual formation we seek to provide opportunities for
transformation to occur in the life of each youth as an individual. Our
ministry involves students in grades six through twelve. Our goal is to
empower and enable our youth to learn about and take ownership of
their place in God’s work in the world. We strive to extend the love of
Jesus to all unconditionally, building relationships that enable all
youth and their families to experience love and acceptance. The youth
ministries of FBC serve with a diversity closely mirroring the Shelby
community in which we live.
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discipleship
Adult Ministry
For every step in life, FBC‘s Adult Ministries strive to create a
community for fellowship and spiritual growth along the way. We
offer Bible studies for Young Adults, Married Couples, Women, and
Men. We have active single and senior adult ministries who provide
fellowship, worship and volunteer opportunities throughout the year.
We connect members to opportunities for spiritual growth through
weekly small group Bible studies in Sunday School, seasonal and
Wednesday evening Bible studies. We have open all-age groups as
well as life-situation specific discipleship groups.
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adult ministry continued
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discipleship
Deaf Ministry
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of ministry to the deaf in Cleveland
County. In 1969, the Rev. Roland Leath, then minister of education at
First Baptist, joined efforts with Mary Emma Hambright and Mae
Blackwood to begin a class for deaf neighbors that was launched with a
party for the deaf in the area on Oct. 11, 1969, with Sunday school for
the deaf and interpretation during worship the next day. The deaf
department started out in the ladies’ parlor at the 120 N. Lafayette St.
campus. Through the years it has involved many hearing members,
has benefited from deaf revivals involving state and national
denominational leaders, and has provided spiritual and social
opportunities for the deaf of Cleveland County. Holly Martin Hicks
became the primary interpreter in 2000 and interprets for weddings,
funerals, camp weekends, revivals and doctor visits.
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discipleship
Single Adult Ministry
It is the mission of Solo Flight, our community of single adults at FBC
Shelby, to create and maintain a loving community of individuals in
an effort to develop spiritual growth through prayer, worship, Bible
study, social events, and evangelism. The members of our community
of single adults believe we are to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ through example as we live our lives and minister to our
neighbors in the community around us. We believe that our ultimate
goal as we serve together is to glorify God in all we do.
We endeavor to:
Encourage single adults to discern God’s purpose for their life as
whole individuals through an intimate relationship with Jesus
Christ.
Equip single adults with spiritual training and resources that build
personal integrity and character. To provide a forum to address the
struggles that single Christians undergo inside and outside the
church.
Establish a communication network between singles and to offer
social activities for singles to fellowship as a group.
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discipleship
Women's Missionary Union, WMU, at FBC Shelby consists of five active
groups of ladies who meet each month for Bible Study and to pray for
our missionaries. They are involved in different mission activities
including working our outreach activities, giving to a variety of
opportunities of need, and supporting our Mission offerings. Wednesday
night Mission nights include having missionaries and different mission
organizations come and speak to us about what is going on in their
worlds.
Wednesday night programs for our children include Mission Friends for
our preschoolers and Heartsongs for our school age children. These
programs are centered around missions and missionaries around our
world.
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discipleship
Extension
Active for 45 years, this ministry serves approximately 40 homebound
members annually. Each Extension member has a visitor who helps
the member stay connected to the church through monthly visits,
literature, and special times of recognition.
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Fellowship @ FBC
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Fellowship @ FBC
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COmpassion
At FBC Shelby, we join with others in the local, regional,
national and global mission of evangelism. We also
believe in participating in the broader Shelby
community. FBC is right in the middle of a revitalizing
downtown Shelby, a five or ten minute stroll to most
community gathering places. We invite our neighbors
into our facilities, but also move many of our events
down the block, or around the corner to be among
our neighbors.
~~CLICK HERE for a short video~~
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At FBC Shelby, we believe that God has called us to cooperate with other Christ
Followers in our city, and around the world, so that those who live around us know
that God has sent Jesus, called us to unity and sent us with his love into the world.
We believe that human beings are sinners – we are bent toward ourselves and away
from God – and we are in need of a Savior whom we have met in Jesus Christ. We
have been called by God to walk in the Grand Procession of Faith by which our
church walks hand in hand with other Great Commission Christians into a world
that needs a Savior. While we cooperate for the sake of mission with churches of
varied denominational affiliations, locally and globally, as an autonomous
congregation, we are not bound by any of the decisions those denominations make
for themselves.
With respect to ministry, we affirm the scripture’s declaration that in the age of
the church “sons and daughters will prophecy.” We make this affirmation by calling
out women to serve as deacons in the life of our church and by ordaining women
to the Gospel ministry who have evidenced the Lord’s calling upon their lives.
FBC Shelby supports the mission agencies of the Greater Cleveland County
(NC) Baptist Association, the North Carolina Baptist State Convention, the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the Southern Baptist Convention.
International and North American Missions include cooperative giving and
going with the North Carolina State Baptist Convention, the Southern Baptist
Convention, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina, and the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
FBC members have participated in international mission trips since 2001 to such
locations as Mexico, Germany, Trinidad, Canada, Nicaragua, Cuba, Belize, Malawi,
Macedonia, and Brazil.
Local Missions include cooperation with the GCCBA's Feed the Hungry Body
and Soul Soup Kitchen and Baptist Counseling Center, as well as the Men’s and
Women’s shelters of the Cleveland County Rescue Mission and the Abuse
Prevention Council, and the local Jail Ministry. We also offer free English as Second
Language classes, partner with the ministries of CBF missionary Cecelia Beck, and
more.

34

English as a Second Language (ESL) Ministry

Shelby, Cleveland County and North Carolina as a whole have experienced
some of the highest levels of increase in Hispanic/immigrant population in the
nation. FBC Shelby has responded to this growing population by teaching
Conversational English to area Internationals free of charge for more than 10
years. Many have improved their spoken English, made American friends, and
learned more about American culture through attendance in our classes and at
other extracurricular activities offered. We have been blessed to see several
children from these ESL families be baptized as followers of Jesus.
Classes are taught by certified teachers on three different levels of English
ability plus a Citizenship class for those who need help in becoming an American
citizen.
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Sowing Seeds in Shelby
“Sowing Seeds in Shelby” is a ministry coordinated by Cecelia Beck who was
commissioned by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in 2009 to be the Presence of
Christ in a low-income, high-crime neighborhood in northeast Shelby. Since
moving to the neighborhood, Beck has established herself as a presence in the lives
of children, youth and adults, aiming to build relationships and develop trust with
her neighbors and serve as an advocate and maternal figure for local children and
youth. Being a stable, reliable presence is essential in offering the hope of Christ to
her neighbors.
The neighborhood is within one block of FBC Shelby and regularly experiences
challenges related to poverty, low education levels, and crime. The ministry
provides opportunities for children and youth to experience life outside of the
neighborhood. Literacy and church involvement are two of the main focuses.
Adults and children are regularly provided assistance with transportation, food, and
other necessities of life. While these neighbors know who Jesus is they often do not
know how much God loves them and that He has a specific, hopeful plan for their
lives.
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Feed the Hungry Body & Soul
The mission of the Homeless Ministry Team is "to become the most effective
life changing ministry in Cleveland County that serves the homeless and the needy
by providing for their spiritual, physical, emotional, and mental wholeness through
the power of Jesus Christ."
Each Friday for lunch, a team of volunteers welcomes men, women, and
children from the community in need of a hot meal into our Dover Activities
Building for food and devotion.
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Other Side of 50
This ministry for senior adults (those 50 years of age and older) provides
activities that glorify God and promotes Christian fellowship. In addition to having
fun and making lasting memories, participants develop life-long friendships. The
church bus often provides transportation to special attractions that might not be
otherwise accessible to some in the group.
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Potato Project
Probably the largest missions project established at FBC Shelby is the Cleveland
County Potato Project.
Conceived in an FBC men’s Sunday School class led by Bill Horn and Doug
Sharp during the recession of 2009, a ministry to address food insecurity in our
county was birthed to grow, harvest and donate the yield of fields of potatoes to
those in need. With several fields made available, together with a few small grants,
most of the finances and labor were donated by FBC members that first year. The
program quickly exploded in proportion to the need as it captured the local
imagination with literally hundreds of volunteers planting, hoeing, harvesting and
distributing both white and sweet potatoes throughout the region.
As the result of a lot of prayer and plenty of strong backs, the program is still
today addressing the poverty and hunger needs of Cleveland County. During these
first eleven growing seasons, the God-sized cumulative totals are mind-blowing:
over 900,000 pounds of potatoes, or about 2.7 million servings, valued at an
estimated $750,000, and still going!
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WEekday Ministries & Mothers' Morning Out
For more than 40 years, First Baptist Church has provided a Christian
atmosphere for the intellectual, social, emotional, physical and spiritual
development of children. Since 1976, we have been offering full-day childcare
through our state-licensed Child Care for children eight weeks to pre-kindergarten.
We also offer half-day care through our Mother’s Morning Out ministry during the
school year for two-, three-, and four-year olds.
Children enjoy the day with our team of classroom teachers following ageappropriate lesson plans including indoor/outdoor play, breakfast, hot lunch,
afternoon snack and children/teacher directed center activities. Faith-building
along with Kindergarten preparation lead the focus of our curriculum.
Children are encouraged in the building of a strong foundation for faith
development concepts through devotionals and inspirational songs. Creative and
interactive learning activities help children to learn together each day.
Both programs participate in weekly chapel services with FBC ministers. This
may be the only time some children are exposed to the message of the love of
Jesus!
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Vacation Bible School
FBC Shelby is a unique congregation in that we work alongside of other
churches in our community to do a Community Vacation Bible School. The past
few years we noticed we were having a lot of children attend our VBS and that a lot
of them went to other local churches. We also noticed that many of the children
that were coming to VBS might not be attending church anywhere and yet we still
couldn’t meet their needs. Other children’s ministries in uptown Shelby were
expressing the same concerns. We decided to collaborate together to form a
community VBS. In this, we felt like the goal of our VBS was to reach families in
our community with the love of Christ. Working together with other churches we
felt we could be more efficient in reaching the largest number of people in the
shortest amount of time. We have seen that all congregations involved feel
encouraged knowing that they are not alone in their desire to reach the world. We
have also seen that children and families are able to get more connected to a
church that best meets their needs. It has been beautiful to be a part of Community
Vacation Bible School.
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Vacation Bible School
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Greatest Treat Festival
Another joint venture with area churches is The Greatest Treat Festival. Sponsored
by the Greater Cleveland County Baptist Association, the festival is held at Shelby
City Park (within a ten minute walk of FBC). Churches within our community
come together to create a safe environment for children in our community to
dress-up in their Halloween costumes and play games. While children come to
bounce on jumpy houses, eat popcorn and ride the train, churches have a chance to
interact with their families. FBC Shelby supports this festival financially, by sending
volunteers to help set-up and tear-down for the festival, and by having volunteers
ready to serve by playing games with children as they walk around the festival.
While families are attending the festival, they are able to hear the story of JESUS
and how HE is the GREATEST TREAT of all. We are able to show Christ’s love in
big ways through this festival.
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Marion School Partnership
Encouraging teachers and students at Marion Elementary School is an important
part of the partnership between First Baptist Church and the school.
Examples of connections include:
a prayer walk to begin the school year
participation in their fall festival (trunk or treat)
prayer partners for teachers
treats for teachers throughout the year
lunch buddies
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Community Garden
Planted in a lot adjacent to church property, the garden provides an array of
vegetables from early spring until late fall. Flowers cut from the garden and
delivered by the youth bring smiles to the homebound and sick.
A sign on the street announces that the garden is planted in the form of a cross
with the love of the One who died for us. The produce benefits nearby service
agency clients. The surrounding community is also invited to “Take What you
Need” through onsite signage.

45

Faith & Health Ministry Team
The Faith & Health Ministry Team coordinates volunteers for service within the
church to cooperate with healthcare agencies, including but not limited to, the
Faith Community Health Ministry Coordinator to provide healthcare awareness.
They coordinate the scheduling of six Red Cross Blood Drives per year, as well as
other healthcare promotions with the appropriate organizations. The Team also
has a monthly emphasis to bring awareness to current healthcare issues, and bring
in guest speakers once per quarter.

Television Ministry

The FBC Tech Team coordinates the behind-the-scenes work to record Sunday
morning worship services and prepare them for airing (on a one week delay) on a
local access cable channel. Their work is also available on the church's Vimeo
channel at https://vimeo.com/fbcshelby/videos
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Cub Scout Pack 101 & Boy Scout Troop 101
Cub Scout Pack 101 and Boy Scout Troop 101 are chartered by FBC Shelby and
have been housed within church facilities for 96 years. The Pack serves boys and
girls ages kindergarten through fifth grade, and the Troop is for older boys.
To the credit of countless hours given by volunteer leaders, Troop 101 has
provided a quality program to young men who wanted to hike, camp, fish, explore
High Adventure bases and seek to earn the rank of Eagle Scout, Scouting’s highest
achievement award. BSA Troop 101 continues to see the needs and meet the
challenges of youth in our community while serving others through the National
Scouting for Food Drive at Thanksgiving each year, assisting FBC when needed and
building strong citizens who will become the adult leaders of tomorrow.
Local businessman and church member Garry Cabaniss has worked with this
successful Troop for over 35 years. A total of 117 boys in the community have
achieved Eagle Scout designation.
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Jail Ministry
Jail Ministry is a ministry of hope and encouragement
for inmates in the Cleveland County Detention Center
Facilities: Uptown and Annex. FBC has two teams, one
team to serve women in the uptown facility and one to
serve men in both the uptown and annex facilities. Visits
are scheduled through the Cleveland County Baptist
Association and the frequency is determined by the
number of churches that participate. The women are
visited quarterly by the FBC team and the men are visited
eight times a year. A weekly Bible study for men at the
annex facility is staffed by the FBC team.

Baptist Counseling Center partnership with Greater
Cleveland County Baptist Association
The Baptist Counseling Center is a shared ministry of The Greater Cleveland
County Baptist Association and the Counseling Ministry Board of the Counseling
Center of Charlotte. The center provides Christian Counseling by a state certified
Pastoral Counselor. The Center is located at 120 N. Lafayette in the First Baptist
Church of Shelby, North Carolina. Ministers are welcome to make referrals to the
Center.
This partnership exists to help persons who find themselves having difficulty in
dealing with life situations. Any of us may find ourselves feeling lost or confused,
overwhelmed by life's circumstances. Experienced therapists can help provide a
safe space to heal and grow. In working with individuals, couples, and families, we
foster understanding, healing, and renewal in a faith-based context.
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service
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what does service at FBC Shelby look like:
M. and M.: new parents and owners of local bagel shop take
time to lead college ministry at FBC
C., J., and K.: the three most recent members of the FBC
Choral Scholar Associates program with Gardner-Webb
University, they have used their musical gifts in all music
ministries’ programs (J. has used the experience to go on to be
the minister of music at a sister church.)
A.: after graduating high school and the FBC youth group,
spent a gap year before college as a volunteer in an African
orphanage
L.: “retired” pastor and director of missions has made FBC his
center of operations for his continuing church-support
ministries
S. and M.: active leaders in many areas of the church, these
guys know how fire up a GOOD barbeque grill for fundraisers
throughout the year!
B.: a college Spanish teacher, uses her fluency as an ESL
ministry volunteer and a leader of Hispanic mission trips
J. and D.: host a long-standing small group Bible study
Safety team: really these guys are the best first line Welcoming
team around!
W. and S.: Using skills from his full-time job, went to the
home of an Extension member to fix an electrical problem.
Always good to help out members with these types of needs.
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what does service at FBC Shelby look like:
T. and M.: two young mothers who have each had severe
challenges – and some tremendous victories –to get to this
point in their parenting, each use their writing talents to
encourage other young families through blogging
E.: an accomplished community leader, uses his skills leading
FBC’s Future Story financial team
S.: diabetes prevention educator seeing the need for affordable
healthy foods in downtown Shelby works hard in FBC
community garden and the Health Ministry Team
R.: spiritually gifted with exhortation and encouragement,
brings those gifts to service on the Personnel committee
S.: Professor of Spiritual Formation applies her knowledge and
wisdom as a ladies’ Sunday School class teacher
S.: blessed with many God given gifts. She directs church VBS
skits, creates backdrops and coaches the actors and actresses.
With love and enthusiasm for children, she has been a
Wednesday night mission leader for over 40 years
and a Sunday School class teacher for over 30 years. Her
creativity is appreciated and remembered by all who
encounter her.
L.: retired pediatrician cared for generations of Shelby
children, continues to kept track of spiritual health of Shelby
youth through Young Life leadership over many years.
This is by no means an exhaustive list, but merely a few examples of
ways that members of FBC Shelby serve the community and the body
of Christ.
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Where we are

If viewing this document online,
many logos are links to outside webpages.
Click the logos for more information.
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Where we are

Nestled in the foothills of the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains, Shelby
and Cleveland County, North Carolina represent the best of small-town
charm and southern hospitality with easy access to two of the most exciting
metropolitan areas of the Carolinas – Charlotte and GreenvilleSpartanburg. Easy access to four interstate highways – 85, 40, 26 and 77 –
provide residents with the potential for mountain adventures in western
North Carolina and the Asheville area as well as opportunities to reach the
beautiful beaches of North and South Carolina. Shelby, the county seat, lies
halfway between Charlotte and Asheville and offers residents a wide array
of businesses and services centered around a charming downtown area.
Kings Mountain, the second largest municipality in the county, boasts a
strong Main Street program and access to Crowder’s Mountain State Park
and the Kings Mountain National Park. Boiling Springs is home to
Gardner-Webb University, a thriving four-year institution hosting
undergraduate and graduate degree programs, including Master of Divinity
and Doctor of Ministry degrees through the School of Divinity.
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Where we are

Cleveland County was formed in the 1840’s and served as an
agricultural hub for farmers and merchants. At the close of the Civil
War, the textile industry gained a foothold in the county with cotton
being a main crop of local farmers and mills built along the creeks and
rivers in the county. Growth in the area was slow and steady with this
combination of agriculture and industry, with many residents working in
local mills and farming on the side. Residents benefited from a strong
educational system and a strong interest in local sports, especially high
school football and baseball. New industries were recruited in the 1950s
and 1960s, bringing a population boom and residential expansion across
the county. However, as political and economic changes occurred on a
national level, Cleveland County was not alone in suffering an economic
downturn as textile plants closed and residents struggled to find
comparable employment.
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County leadership accepted the challenge of boosting economic
development in the county and today a proactive Economic
Development Commission works to bring new jobs paying a living wage
to the county. Today the Mission Critical Operations curriculum at
Cleveland Community College prepares graduates for employment for
positions in information technology, operations technology and
maintenance as well as developing training programs designed to meet
specific industry needs. Proximity to two airports – Charlotte-Douglas
International and Greenville-Spartanburg – is a critical component of
the county’s ability to continuously improve the business climate
locally.
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Cleveland County covers approximately 465 square miles of territory
and serves as home to 97,177 residents. The population is 74% Caucasian
and 21%African-American with about 4% of residents identifying as
Hispanic-Latino. 22% of the population is 18 years of age or younger and
served by the 29 elementary, intermediate, middle and high schools in
the Cleveland County School system. Residents also have the
opportunity to attend Pinnacle Classical Academy, a charter school
organized under North Carolina guidelines. The county boasts an Early
Head Start program serving birth to two years of age, a Head Start
program serving three to four-year-olds and an NC Pre-K program
serving four- and five-year olds, all designed to prepare children for
entering kindergarten. Approximately 50+ licensed and regulated child
care homes and centers also serve the preschool-age population. Almost
18% of the population is 65 years of age or older and served with
exceptional programming provided by the Neal Senior Center in Shelby
and the Patrick Senior Center in Kings Mountain. Two locations of the
Life Enrichment Program serve handicapped, disabled and fragile
elderly who need day services as well.
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The county is served by two excellent medical facilities operated by
Atrium HealthCare System. A 272-bed full-service hospital with a Level II
Trauma Center is located in Shelby. Additional beds, including a
behavioral health unit, are located in Kings Mountain. Public service
agencies are primarily located in Shelby with a health and human service
campus housing the Department of Social Service, the new Cleveland
County Public Health Center and the Ollie Harris Behavioral Health
Center. The United Way of Cleveland County supports an additional 22
programs providing both emergency support and education prevention
services to residents in the county.
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Today, Shelby is undergoing an identity change as it becomes a local hub
for arts and music, as well as variety of outdoor sports. Mush, music,
baseball, and barbecue best describe some of the outstanding offerings in
the county. Known as the Livermush Capital of the World, an annual
festival in October brings visitors to the downtown area of Shelby to enjoy
this delicacy and celebrate the change of colors in the fall. Shelby is also
home to the Earl Scruggs Center which focuses on the preservation of
southern music, as well as the Don Gibson Theater, an intimate local venue
which offers a mix of entertainment options throughout the year. As
natives of Cleveland County, both of these world-renowned musicians have
left their mark on many local residents who enjoy “picking on the square”
on spring and summer afternoons. Barbecue is a major
attraction with two of North Carolina’s best-loved establishments located in
Shelby – Red Bridges on Highway 74 and Alston Bridges on Grover Street.
No matter which one is an individual’s favorite, one thing is certain – this
barbecue is the best in the nation! Finally, baseball becomes the main
attraction each August when the county hosts the American Legion World
Series. Staffed by volunteers from across the county, this event brings
teams from across the United States and provides another opportunity for
a downtown festival called the Seventh Inning Stretch.
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Outdoor enthusiasts have multiple opportunities for exploration of the
Carolina Thread Trail starting with the First Broad River Trail, Gateway
Trail or the Broad River Greenway Trail. Crowder’s Mountain State Park
offers opportunities for rock climbing while South Mountain State Park
features hiking trails and beautiful waterfalls for a day outdoors. Big city
amenities abound in Charlotte: the Carolina Panthers, Carowinds
amusement park, the NASCAR Hall of Fame, the US National Whitewater
Center, Blumenthal Performing Arts Center, as well as museums and
galleries. The Greenville-Spartanburg area offers the Swamp Rabbit
Trail as well as excellent shopping and entertainment venues. Asheville is
an interesting place to visit with museums, galleries and outdoor venues as
well as serving as a prime location to promote local food and breweries.

Attractions and events
Below is a list of just a few of the attractions and events that make Shelby
and Cleveland County a wonderful place to live.
Uptown Shelby Association - Mush, Music, and Mutts Festival, Seeds to
Silverware, The Art of Sound Music Festival, Second Saturdays, Carriage
Rides, Shelby Alive!
Foothills Farmers’ Market
American Legion World Series and the 7th Inning Stretch
Don Gibson Theatre
Cleveland County Arts Council - promotes the arts and arts events in the
community
YMCA- 5 locations throughout the county
The Earl Scruggs Center - museum dedicated to renowned banjo player,
Earl Scruggs
Shelby City Parks & Recreation - 3 locations: Shelby City Park, Hanna
Park, and Holly Oak Park. Baseball fields, soccer fields, aquatics center,
golf course, playground, hiking trails, and picnic areas
Twin Trestle Trailhead - 1.5 mile walking and hiking trail that is part of
the Carolina Thread Trail; future plans to connect to the Broad River
Greenway
Broad River Greenway - 1,500 acre green space around the Broad River
Crowders Mountain State Park
Gardner-Webb University - private, Christian, liberal arts college
Tryon International Equestrian Center
Cleveland County Fair - the largest county fair in North Carolina
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Who will lead us

61

Who will lead First Baptist Church Shelby:
Discerning the call
With much prayer and discernment, our search team believes that God is
leading us to a senior pastor who:
·
Has pulpit giftedness as an articulate preacher/teacher who is able to
convey the relevance of scripture and the reality of Christ to our daily life
·
Is a good leader and is compassionate, caring and sensitive to the
needs of others
·
Is experienced in discipleship and spiritual disciplines and has the
ability to assist members with their spiritual growth
·
Is a strong administrator who works well with the ministry team, staff,
deacons and lay leaders
·

Is successful in working and relating with all age groups

·

Is mature and emotionally secure

·
Is a visionary and will become actively engaged in our local
community
To summarize, we are seeking a leader who, both from the pulpit and in
working with our staff and congregation, can help re-energize our existing
membership and appeal to new members; one who will seek God’s will and
discernment in leading First Baptist Shelby toward the fulfillment of God’s
mission for our church. In return, our new Senior Pastor will find a church
family who will surround him with love, faithfulness and trust. He will find
a lay leadership that is strong and functioning well through the work of
deacons, church committees, teams and a host of volunteers. We will
nurture the ministry of our new Senior Pastor through prayer, friendship
and support. With this call to a new Senior Pastor, our rich history, and
recent building renovations, we are excited to see where God is leading us.
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appendix
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Additional information about FBC shelby
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Church Statistical Summaries:
Membership
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Church Statistical Summaries:
Attendance

*average worship attendance was estimated for years 2010-2015, and does not
accurately reflect true attendance during this time frame
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Church Statistical Summaries:
Financials

*The increase in designated giving over the past five years is due to the 5-year
building pledge that concludes in 2020.
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