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Giving Thanks for Friends
in the Family of God!
Do not give up meeting together... but encourage one another,
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:25
The Early 17th Century was a time of turmoil and upheaval in central Europe.
Bitter disputes were happening between Protestants and Catholics. Economic woes
threatened the pace of life for all people. Currencies had lost their foundations.
Poverty was on the rise. Then, a struggle occurred from 1618 to 1648 referred to by
historians as the Thirty Years War.
At the depth of the horrors of this war, Pastor Martin Rinkart faithfully ministered
to the people of Eilenburg, Saxony as their pastor and, for a time, he was the only
minister in the city. During 1637 alone, he conducted as many as 40 funerals per day
burying nearly 5000 people in that one year, including his own wife.
Yet, out of this experience, Rinkart wrote a “table grace” for his children that we
continue to sing today at Thanksgiving time: “Now thank we all our God, with heart and
hands and voices, Who wondrous things hath done, In whom His world rejoices!” Pastor
Rinkart looked to have had little for which to be thankful with death all around. Yet,
out of the darkness he brought what has been called this “defiant doxology” – Now
thank we all our God!
This November 2018, let us give thanks! Here are a few ways we can do so:
November 11: Thank God for the children in your life by dedicating shoeboxes for
use by Operation Christmas Child to be used to bless the lives of children around the
world.
November 13: Thank God for the gift of life by donating blood at the American Red
Cross Blood Drive in our gym.
November 14: Thank God for your job by supporting artisans from around the world
who are trying to care for their families, as you shop at the WorldCrafts Fair sponsored
by our Woman’s Missionary Union.
November 19: Thank God for families as we celebrate the Weekday Ministries
Thanksgiving Feast in the gym.
November 20: Thank God for your friends in the body of Christ by gathering your
Sunday School classes together in a FriendsGiving Feast here at our church at 5:30
PM. On this night, thank God for your resources by bringing a new TOY for use at
the Greater Cleveland County Baptist Association Toy Store to bless those who do
not have resources at Christmastime. Then, thank God for the Body of Christ as we
join together with other believers in Uptown Shelby at the Community Thanksgiving
Service at Ascension Lutheran Church at 7:00 PM.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Sunday Morning*
9:30 AM Worship in the Sanctuary
10:45 AM Sunday School for
All Ages
Every Sunday Evening
5:00 PM Youth Praise Rehearsal
6:00 PM Worship Team Rehearsal
6:00 PM Youth Supper &
Discipleship Gathering
Every Wednesday Evening
5:30 PM Fellowship Supper
6:00 PM Youth Group Prayer Time
6:00 PM HeartSongs & FBC Kids
6:00 PM Sanctuary Handbells
6:15 PM Mid-Week Prayer
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Friday, November 2
3:00 PM Singles’ Retreat to
Blowing Rock
1:00 PM Youth Retreat to Fort
Caswell
Sunday, November 4
9:30 AM Morning Worship with
All Saints Day Observance
3:00 PM Youth Return from
Caswell/Singles Return from
Blowing Rock
6:00 PM “I Will” Study Group
Session 1 in Chapel
Wednesday, November 7
6:15 PM Town Hall Budget
Discussion, followed by
“I Will” study
Thursday, November 8
12:00 PM Volunteer Receptionist
Recognition
Saturday, November 10
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir BONUS
Rehearsal
Sunday, November 11
9:30 AM Flags in Worship on
Veterans’ Day with Shoebox
Dedication
6:00 PM “I Will” Study Group
Session 2 in Chapel
Continued on Page 2 --->

Interim Pastor’s Corner
Welcome (Fall)
November!
“Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:6-7
Fall of the year is about to be in full swing here in our part
of North Carolina, isn’t it? Of all the seasons of the year, fall has
always been one of my favorites, when the leaves change colors, and
turn loose (fall!). I don’t know about you, but fall reminds me to let
go and leave behind the dead things that sometimes collect in my
life, for which reason I’ve never feared change. I tell students who
are preparing for ministry that they never know where God might
lead them, so they should be open to make changes during their life
journey. I’m glad that I listened to God’s voice when God told me it
was time for a change. Had that not been the case, well, I certainly
wouldn’t be writing this letter to you. Very soon, some new minister,
from somewhere that we maybe have never heard of, is going to have
to make a change so he can join us here at FBC!
Our God, as you all know, is always doing something new and
refreshing, making changes. God will not let us box Him in or control
how He chooses to do things in life. You might recall that God did
something unusual, extraordinary actually, when He chose his Son
to be born of the Virgin Mary. That was different for sure! It caused
quite a stir when it happened. Of course, sometimes change can be
unsettling, that is until we “settle in” to the change. Here’s one for
you—there’s a “strange” voice back in the pulpit these days at FBC
Shelby, my voice. I certainly hadn’t planned on this change.
This past summer I attended a conference at which one of
the speakers said something that sounded odd, but what he said was
certainly true. He said: “If we want things to remain the same, we’re
going to have to make some changes!” His point, as you are well aware,
is that things change, we change, and our way of life at different
stages requires change. So, bring on the change! Let fall remind me
again to let go of the dead stuff in my life.
Let’s gather each LORD’S Day with great expectations that
God will do something new for us because we’re willing to turn loose
of some things, and to take on some new things.
Sincerely,
Robert
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Community
Continued from Page 1 --->

Tuesday, November 13
2:00 PM
Blood Drive in the Gym
Wednesday, November 14
5:00 pm
World Craft Fair in the Gym
7:00 PM
Hanging of the Green Rehearsal
Thursday, November 15
9:00 AM
Other Side of 50 Trip to Southern
		
Christmas Show in Charlotte
Friday, November 16
6:30 PM
Singles’ Bible Study
Sunday, November 18
9:30 AM
Deacon Election During Morning Worship
2:00 PM
Jail Annex Ministry
6:00 PM
“I Will” Study Group Session 3 in Chapel
6:00 PM
Hanging of the Green Rehearsal
7:00 PM
Deacons’ Meeting
Monday, November 19
11:00 AM
Weekday Ministry Thanksgiving Feast
Tuesday, November 20
5:30 PM
Friendsgiving Thanksgiving Fellowship
7:00 PM
Community Thanksgiving Service at 		
		
Ascension Lutheran Church
Wednesday, November 21
No Evening Activities At the Church
Thursday-Friday, November 22-23
Happy Thanksgiving! – Church Office Closed
Sunday, November 25
10:15 AM
Quarterly Church Conference 		 Budget Adoption
6:00 PM
“I Will” Study Group Session 4 in Chapel
6:00 PM
Hanging of the Green Rehearsal
Monday, November 26
7:00 AM
Boone Shoebox Workday departs
6:30 PM
ESL Christmas Celebration

Staff Anniversaries
Jene’ Baxter
Operations Coordinator
November 15, 2017

Compassion

Service

Updates From Our Search Committees
The Worship Arts Pastor Search Committee welcomed new member Debbie Sharp.
The committee researched a variety of recommended websites to investigate search
options. These include the North Carolina Baptist Convention, the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of North Carolina, the Biblical Recorder, among others. The committee has
begun discussing ideas about a new job description for the Worship Arts Pastor which
will be shared with potential candidates. The committee has worked jointly with the
Lead Pastor Search Committee in the development of a congregational survey.
~ Steve Padgett
The Lead Pastor Search Committee is now reviewing the input you all have provided through the congregational
survey conducted in October. Thanks for everyone’s participation! We will be building a profile for the position and
tailoring our postings based on these results this month. So, things should really start to accelerate! We expect resumes
to start coming in very soon after the posting goes out. Therefore, now is a good time to pray, pray, pray!
~ Bob Bass

Ministry Resource Plan 2019
Our Commitment to the Lord’s Work through Our Church with Tithes and Offerings
Our Budget and Finance Committee has worked well to bring a proposed Ministry Resource Plan
Budget to our Deacons who have approved it and sent it on to our membership. We have sent an
email with the proposed 2019 budgets for our church and our Weekday Ministries. Paper copies may
be found on the publications table in the vestibule or by contacting the church office at 704-482-3467.
Please note these events:
Wednesday, November 7: Town Hall Budget Discussion Meeting in the Gym following Prayer time.
Sunday, November 25: Quarterly Church Conference following Worship including Budget Adoption Recommendation.

World Craft Fair

English as a
Second Language
6:30 PM
Every Monday
We are having such a great
response with record numbers
in our classes. Cindy Canoy,
Director, commented,
“We now have 34 adults
and 17 children enrolled
representing 10 countries and
4 languages. That’s the most
we’ve had enrolled in many
years!” Thank you for your
prayers for our teaching team
and the students with whom
they share God’s love as
English is taught!

Wednesday, November 14 at 5:00 PM
Sponsored by the Women’s Ministry Union of FBC

Enrolling New
Students is a Joy!

The WorldCrafts organization develops
sustainable, fair-trade businesses among
impoverished people around the world. A division
of WMU, WorldCrafts’ vision is to offer an income,
with dignity, and the hope of everlasting life
to every person on earth. Established in 1996,
WorldCrafts began with just one artisan group,
Thai Country Trim, in Bangkla, Thailand. Today, the
work is with numerous artisan groups to import and
sell hundreds of fine, handcrafted items from many
countries around the globe. We still work with Thai
Country Trim, helping them employ more and more
women at risk of abuse and exploitation. That’s who
we are. Committed (to in-country partners). Holistic
(meeting physical, emotional and spiritual needs).
Fair Trade (ensuring artisans receive fair wages and
ethical treatment).
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How to Teach THANKSGIVING
The season of Thanksgiving is upon us, and I have noticed more and more,
that it is often hard to find time to say “thank you” myself, and instill it in my
children. But, the Bible tells us to, “give thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus,” Colossians 4:2. How do we give thanks, and teach our kids to be
thankful? Below are a few ideas to encourage you and your child’s thankful heart this Thanksgiving.
• Children model their parents in every way, so make
• Encourage generosity. Donate old toys, or, allow them to give
sure you use "please" and "thank you" when you talk to their own money to those in need.
them. Insist on their using the words, too.
• Practice saying “no.” It’s difficult, if not impossible, to feel
• Work gratitude into your daily conversation. Talk with grateful when your every whim is granted. Saying no makes
your children about all the things they are thankful for saying yes that much sweeter.
daily.
• Be patient. Teaching gratitude takes a lot of reinforcement.
• Have kids help. By participating in simple household But, when the gratitude pours out of your child you will be the
chores, kids realize that all these things take effort.
one feeling grateful.

A Mission of Kindness
FBC Kids were on a Mission Night in October sharing love and
encouragement in our community through messages they left on the
sidewalks of Uptown Shelby to inspire all that might walk by with
kindness. These messages said things like, “Be kind to one another.
Share a smile today. Smile! Happy looks great on you. Find JOY in
the journey.” Before writing these messages we talked about how
sometimes Jesus boldly preached the gospel and other times he
subtly let people know of his love for them and we decided this is
one of the ways we could do that. May we all join the movement with
our words and actions even as FBC Kids spread the word with chalk
in October. May we also be encouraged to learn lessons of neighborly
attitudes that Jesus taught and modeled as we live out our daily lives.

Children Shared in Worship
on October 21!
FBC Kids are always thankful for
opportunities to contribute to worship. We
are happy that we were able to do so through
worship with you all on Sunday October 21.
The children sang Growing in the Spirit, and
their message could be heard loud and clear
as they praised the Lord.

Shoeboxes - Mission Night
Thank You! We would like to

thank you all for serving in October
at The Greatest Treat Festival and
at Marion School Trunk or Treat.
Though these opportunities may
have seemed small, we were able to
share Christ’s love in big ways!

Its that time of year again to collect Shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child to send to children around the world at Christmas.
The children will be taking the opportunity to fill shoeboxes for their
Mission Night on November 7. Please make sure your child is here to participate
in this wonderful mission project. Also, we would love to have your child’s help
on Sunday morning November 11, the children will need to meet in the foyer
of the sanctuary at 9AM to help bring in all the shoeboxes from people in the
church. During this worship service we will have a special dedication time before
we send these shoeboxes around the world to carry the message of God’s love.

Children’s Ministry
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Thank You!
There will never be enough words to express my
gratitude that I received during the death of my Mother.
I am thankful for my church family who walked along side me during this time.
But it brings me peace to know that she is now in Heaven and free of all pain
and suffering. Grief is a process and I am still going through it and if you are
grieving I pray that the God of compassion will comfort you as God has used
you to comfort me. Love, CA

College Students Addresses
It’s getting to the end of the semester for our college
students and we would like to encourage them through
exam week with a care package to let them know that their
church family is praying for them. We just need your help so that we
can send our college students some love. Please send addresses for
any college students that you know to youth@fbcshelby.org, or, call the church
office and let us know. Also, if you are willing to make some homemade goodies,
let Carol Ann know. Thanks for your help!

Youth Area Furnishings Shower
The NEW youth area is falling into place, and we
need your help!
We have picked out sofas, tables, and chairs and
we need money to buy them! We will have a green
display board set up with envelopes on it. Please
pick an envelope with the dollar amount you would
like to give and place your money in the designated
church envelope, then return it to the church
office by November 18. If all of the envelopes are
picked and returned, we will raise over $7,000 for
furnishings! Thanks for supporting our youth! Look for the green board in the
vestibule on Sunday mornings, the gym on Wednesday nights, and the office
hallway any other time. If you have questions, let Carol Ann know!

Creeper Trail
We had so much fun riding
our bikes on the Creeper
Trail in October!

Hanging of the Green
The youth will be helping with the Hanging
of the Green Service again this year on
December 2. We need all the youth to come
to practice so that we will be prepared to
share in worship on this special Sunday.
Please make sure your youth is here for
our rehearsals on Sunday, November 18,
Sunday, November 25 and Wednesday,
November 28. We look forward to how God
will bless your youth as they serve the Lord
by serving in worship.

Caswell Fall Retreat
November 2-4
We will leave
at 1:00 PM
from the Bus
parkling lot
area.

Youth Ministry
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Corn Maze
FBC Families had a wonderful time of fellowship and
outreach at Shelby Corn Maze in October. Andrew
Murray says, “Our love to God is measured by our
everyday fellowship with others and the love it displays.”
If you weren’t with us at the Corn Maze we sure did miss
you! We were able to have a great demonstration of his
love in the fellowship we shared together. Thank you for
all who came and enjoyed time investing in each other.

Friendsgiving
November 20 at 5:30 PM
Thank God for your friends in the body of Christ by gathering
your Sunday School classes together in a FriendsGiving Feast
in the Gym at 5:30 PM. On this night, thank God for your
resources by bringing a new TOY for use at the Greater
Cleveland County Baptist Association Toy Store to bless
those who do not have resources at Christmastime. Then,
thank God for the Body of Christ as we join together with other
believers in Uptown Shelby at the Community Thanksgiving
Service at Ascension Lutheran Church at 7:00 PM.

Oh Baby!
In newsletters and emails, on bulletin board flyers – it’s not uncommon to find an announcement of someone
who has had a baby. “Congratulations to (fill in the blank) on the birth of their son/daughter. Mother and child are
doing well.” Then comes the part that I don’t think is really necessary in the declaration – “The child is X pounds, X
ounces, and X inches long.” Why??? Isn’t all that’s necessary is that everyone is healthy and looking forward to being
a family when they go home from the hospital? If the baby is really small, maybe that might be a reason for concern,
or if the baby is over 10 pounds, perhaps we’d give a long whistle. I don’t know, perhaps it’s a guy thing, but I just don’t
get it. I’ve even asked several ladies for the reason, and the common response I get is, “I don’t know why we share that,
but it’s something we want to know.” Well, usually, hopefully, it is accompanied with great thanksgiving.
What a joy it is to have this new life in our world, especially if we’re close in relations or friendship
with the new parents. In this season of thanksgiving, don’t forget to praise the giver of all good things,
including all the babies. By the way, in case you want to know, my son, Trey, was 9 pounds, 13 ounces,
and 21 inches long. (The doctor was disappointed – he was hoping for a 10-pounder!) ~ Dr. Paul Etter
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Deacons Servants Among Us!

The language of the New Testament is so
picturesque in its descriptive vocabulary!
The word we translate “deacon” for
example is a compound word combining the words
“through” and “dust.” So that deacons are the “through
the dust” people, willing to serve by getting their
physical and spiritual hands dirty! Thank you for your
continued prayers for our active deacons as they serve
our church. Thank you too for praying as we elect
new deacons to serve the 2019-21 term. The Deacon
Election will happen during worship on Sunday,
November 18. Remember, also, the instruction in our
By-Laws: “Church members who cannot be present the
Sunday deacons are elected may vote ahead of time at
the church office, where a list of members voting ahead
of time will be kept. Extension or sick members may vote
ahead of time with the help of extension visitors and
others carrying them ballots. The ballots of members
voting ahead of time will be counted with ballots cast by
other members on the Sunday deacons are elected.”

Cleveland County Potato
Project Report
A Ministry Birthed at First Baptist Church
A lot has been going on with the potato project both
in the fields and off. In late August, we announced
"Harvest Days" to make up white potato short fall.
To date we have been given 2000 + pounds of white
potatoes and have received enough donations to buy at
least 3000 lbs. of potatoes. Spuds greatly appreciated
by Salvation Army and the Greater Cleveland County
Baptist Association. Some special thanks: Shelby First
Baptist Church, Shelby Ascension Lutheran Church,
Kings Mountain’s Central United Methodist Church,
and Boiling Springs Methodist Church for serving as
collection points. Special thanks, too, to a local sweet
potato grower who had sweet potatoes left from last
year. His wife saw our project mentioned on TV and
suggested he call us. Tom Young
has hauled 6000 lbs. of great tasting
sweet potatoes to be given away.
Sample digging indicates we will
soon have a pretty good supply of
sweet potatoes. Get ready!

Faith & Health
Lung Cancer
Awareness Month
Lung Cancer is the leading cause of death and the second
most common cancer among both men and women in the
United States.The most important things you can do to
lower your risk of lung cancer are: Don’t Smoke (Smoking
is linked to 80-90% of lung cancers). Avoid second hand
smoke (It’s just as bad as smoking). Get your home tested
for radon gas (Radon is the second leading cause of lung
cancer). Ask your doctor if lung cancer screening may be
right for you.

Operation
Christmas Child Shoeboxes
Its that time of year again to collect Shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child to send to children around the world at
Christmas. If you do not have a Shoebox we will have some
available in the foyer of the sanctuary, the Gym and the
welcome center (when it is completed). Please include $9 for
shipping. See the list of items to pack, and plan to bring your
shoebox to worship Sunday , November 11.

It’s Poinsettia Time!
Help us decorate the Sanctuary for Advent by purchasing a
poinsettia for $12. The deadline for orders is December 9.
Fill out the order form located below and submit along with
your payment to help us be ready for the season. You may
take your poinsettia home with you at the conclusion of the
Christmas Eve Service.

Poinsettia Order Form
Name:_______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
Purchase (number)__________________ poinsettias at $12 each.
And/Or Make a donation to Christmas Missions Offering
$______________
In Memory Of:______________________________________________
In Honor Of:________________________________________________
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Paul Etter, Interim Minister of Music...........................................music@fbcshelby.org
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Donna Dryden, Financial Coordinator........................................finance@fbcshelby.org
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Jene’ Baxter, Operations Coordinator.....................................operations@fbcshelby.org
Jim Corn, Deacon Chair.............................................................deacons@fbcshelby.org

CHURCH INFORMATION
Office Hours: M-F 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Check out our website and blog:
www.fbcshelby.org

120 N. Lafayette St, Shelby, NC 28150
(p) 704.482.3467 (f) 704.482.1137
Find us on Facebook and Twitter!
@FBC_Shelby_NC
Wi-Fi Password: FBCS-120NLaf

Remember, you can make your plans to give
financially to the church online by going to the
church website (www.fbcshelby.org) and clicking
on this symbol at the bottom of the page or click on
“Giving” at the top right corner of the homepage.

